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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-37 have been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

5 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
10 (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 

the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

15 

Claims 1-6,8,10,14-20, and 22-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Carson, U.S. Patent No. 6,715,122. 

As per claims 1 and 15, the applicant describes a method with the following limitations 
20 which are met by Carson: 

a) receiving input from a user (Col 3, line 39); 

b) receiving an access key from a medium, wherein the access key includes uncorrected 
data and associated error correction information having one or more errors (Col 3, lines 28-47); 

c) controlling access to the medium based on the input and the uncorrected data (Col 3, 
25 lines 28-47); 

The applicant should note that Carson describes a method for intermingling errors within 
data which is "applicable to any data set capable of being digitally represented" (Col 3, 30-31). 
This includes playback data or access key data, which the applicant manipulates in his preferred 
embodiment 

30 
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As per claims 2 and 16, the applicant describes the method of claim 1 , which is 
anticipated by Carson (see above), with the following limitations which are also anticipated by 
Carson: 

a) invoking a device driver of a storage device to read the uncorrected data from the 

5 medium without modification from application of the error correction information (Col 3, lines 28- 
47); 

b) comparing the uncorrected data and the input (Col 3, lines 28-47). 

As per claims 3 and 1 7, the applicant describes the method of claim 1 , which is 
10 anticipated by Carson (see above), with the following limitation which is also anticipated by 
Carson: 

wherein controlling access to the medium includes installing a software application from 
the medium onto a computing system (Col 9, lines 7-18). 



15 As per claims 4,18, and 36, the applicant describes the method of claim 1, which is 

anticipated by Carson (see above), with the following limitation which is also anticipated by 
Carson: 

wherein controlling access to the medium includes executing a software application from 
the medium (Col 9, lines 7-18). 

20 

As per claim 5, the applicant describes the method of claim 1, which is anticipated by 
Carson (see above), with the following limitations which are also anticipated by Carson: 

a) copying content from the medium to a second medium (Col 3, lines 55-66); 

b) applying the error correction information to the uncorrected data to produce a second 
25 access key (Col 3, lines 55-66); 

c) copying the second access key to the second medium (Col 3, lines 55-66); 

As described earlier, the applicant should note that Carson describes a method for 
intermingling errors within data which is "applicable to any data set capable of being digitally 
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represented" (Col 3, 30-31). This includes access key data, which the applicant manipulates in 
his preferred embodiment. 

As per claims 6 and 19, the applicant describes the method of claim 1, which is 

t 

5 anticipated by Carson (see above), with the following limitation which is also anticipated by 
Carson: 

wherein controlling access to the medium includes producing an audio output based on 
content stored on the medium (Col 3, lines 28-32). 



10 As per claims 8,20, and 26, the applicant describes the method of claim 1 , which is 

anticipated by Carson (see above), with the following limitation which is also anticipated by 
Carson: 

wherein the error correction information includes error correction information selected 
from an error correction code, a cyclic redundancy code, and a Cross Interleaved Reed-Solomon 
15 Code (Col 3, lines 30-32). 

The applicant should note that Carson's system of error insertion is applicable to any 
system with error correction codes, including cyclic redundancy code as pertaining to claim 26. 



As per claims 14,22, and 28, the applicant describes the method of claim 1, which is met 
20 by Carson (see above), with the following limitation which is also anticipated by Carson: 

wherein the uncorrected data includes accurate error correction information for the 
uncorrected data (Col 3, lines 56-66). 



As per claim 23, the applicant describes a computer-readable medium with the following 
25 limitations which are anticipated by Carson: 

a) an access key having uncorrected data and associated error correction information 
having one or more errors (Col 3, lines 28-47); 

b) digital content (Col 3, lines 28-32); 
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c) an executable software application to control access to digital content based on the 
uncorrected data (Col 9, lines 7-18); 

As described earlier, the applicant should note that Carson describes a method for 
intermingling errors within data which is "applicable to any data set capable of being digitally 
5 represented" (Col 3, 30-31). This includes access key data, which the applicant manipulates in 
his preferred embodiment. 

As per claim 27, the applicant describes the method of claim 23, which is met by Carson 
(see above), with the following additional limitation which is also met by Carson: 
10 wherein the error correction information causes the uncorrected data to be changed 

when the computer-readable medium is copied (Col 3, lines 55-66); 

The applicant should note that the error concealment steps are not included when the 
data is copied. 

15 Claims 29-32 and 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Stebbings, U.S. Patent No. 6,684,199. 

As per claim 29, the applicant discloses a method according to the following limitations 
which are anticipated by Stebbings: 
20 a) generating an access key having uncorrected data and incorrect error correction 

information (Col 15, lines 60-67; Col 16, lines 1-5); 

b) associating digital content and the access key on a computer-readable medium (Col 
T5, lines 60-67; Col 16, lines 1-5); 

The applicant should note that the access key is the predetermined error which is 
25 downloaded onto the computer-readable medium. 

As per claim 30, the applicant discloses the method of claim 29, which is anticipated by 
Stebbings (see above), with the following limitation which is also anticipated by Stebbings: 
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wherein associating content and the access key comprises communicating the digital 
content and the access key through a transmission medium (Col 15, lines 49-53) 

The applicant should note that an optical disc reader is a transmission medium. 

As per claim 31, the applicant discloses the method of claim 29, which is anticipated by 
Stebbings (see above), with the following limitation which is also anticipated by Stebbings: 

wherein associating the content and the access key comprises storing the digital content 
and the access key on a storage medium (Col 15, lines 49-53; Col 15, lines 60-67; Col 16, lines 
1-5); 

As per claim 32, the applicant discloses the method of claim 29, which is anticipated by 
Stebbings (see above), with the following limitation which is also anticipated by Stebbings: 

further including applying the incorrect error correction information to the uncorrected 
data when the access key is copied from the medium to a second medium (Col 14, lines 48-51). 

As per claim 35, the applicant discloses the method of claim 29, which is anticipated by 
Stebbings (see above), with the following limitation which is also anticipated by Stebbings: 
wherein the digital content includes an audio file (Col 14, lines 48-51). 

As per claim 36, the applicant discloses the method of claim 29, which is anticipated by 
Stebbings (see above), with the following limitation which is also anticipated by Stebbings: 
wherein the digital content includes an application file (Col 14, lines 48-51). 

As per claim 37, the applicant discloses the method of claim 29, which is anticipated by 
Stebbings (see above), with the following limitation which is also anticipated by Stebbings: 

wherein generating the access key includes generating uncorrected data having accurate 
error correction information (Col 15, lines 20-27). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

5 (a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 

as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
1 0 invention was made. 

Claims 7,9,11-13,21, and 33-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 7 and 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
15 Carson in further view of Stebbings, U.S. Patent No. 6,684,199. 

As per claim 7, the applicant describes the method of claim 1 , which is anticipated by 
Carson (see above), with the following limitations which are met by Stebbings: 

a) receiving a first access key and a second access key from the medium, where the first 
20 and second access keys each include uncorrected data (Col 15, lines 60-67; Col 16, lines 1-5); 

b) comparing the uncorrected data of the first access key to the uncorrected data of the 
second access key (Col 15, lines 60-67; Col 16, lines 1-5); 

c) selectively using the first access key based on the comparison (Col 15, lines 60-67; 
Col 16, lines 1-5); 

25 Carson describes all the limitations of claim 1 . However, Carson fails to disclose 

comparing a first and second access key and selectively using one based on the comparison. 
Stebbings describes a system where the access keys are embedded as predetermined errors 
and authorization is done based on comparing the predetermined errors with the authentication 
key. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 

30 filed to combine the teachings of Stebbings with those of Carson and include a system based on 
comparing a first and second access key for validation. 
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As per claim 1 1 , the applicant describes the method of claim 1 , which is anticipated by 
Carson (see above), with the following limitation which is met by Stebbings: 

wherein receiving the access key includes decrypting the access key (Col 14, lines 66- 

5 67); 

Carson describes all the limitations of claim 1. However, Carson fails to disclose the use 
of decrypting the access key for added security. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was filed to combine the teachings of Stebbings with those 
of Carson and make use of decrypting the access key for added security. 

10 

As per claim 12, the applicant describes the method of claim 1, which is anticipated by 
Carson (see above), with the following limitation which is anticipated by Stebbings: 

further including selecting the access key from a plurality of access keys, where each of 
the access keys includes data and associated error correction information having one or more 
1 5 errors (Col 1 5, lines 40-47); 

The applicant should note that Stebbings' system includes a plurality of access keys 
whereby a particular access key needs to be selected and used to play the appropriate track on a 
CD. 

Carson describes all the limitations of claim 1. However, Carson fails to disclose the use 
20 of various access keys. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was filed to combine the teachings of Stebbings with those of Carson and include 
the use of various access keys because a plurality of access keys might be needed for a plurality 
of functions. 



25 Claims 9,13, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Carson in further view of Sims, U.S. Patent Application Publication No 20020016919. 

As per claims 9 and 21 the applicant describes the method of claim 1, which is met by 
Carson (see above), with the following limitation which is met by Sims: 
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wherein controlling access to the medium comprises decrypting digital content contained 
within the medium based on the uncorrected data and the input [0044]; 

Carson discloses all the limitations of the claims 1 and 15 respectively. However, Carson 
fails to disclose the use of decrypting digital content. Sims discloses the use of public key 
5 cryptography and decrypting digital content in his system for added security. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was filed to combine the 
teachings of Sims with those of Carson and make use of decrypting digital content for added 
security. 

10 As per claim 13, the applicant describes the method of claim 12, which is met by Carson 

in further view of Stebbings (see above), with the following limitations which are met by 
Stebbings: 

a) assigning a random number to the medium, wherein the random number is uniquely 
associated with the medium ([0044]); 
15 b) selecting the access key from the plurality of access keys based on the random 

number ([0044]); 

c) generating a hash value from the random number and the selected access key 

([0046]); 

d) decrypting content of the medium using the hash value [0044]); 

20 Carson fails to disclose the use of a random number and a hash value as an added 

security measure. Stebbings includes a random number and the possibility of using a hash value 
in his system. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was filed to combine the teachings of Stebbings with those of Carson and include the 
use of a random number and a hash value for added security. 

25 

Claims 33 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stebbings in further view of Sims. 
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As per claims 33 and 34, the applicant describes the method of claim 29, which is 
anticipated by Stebbings (see above), with the following limitations which are met by Sims: 

a) receiving input from a user ([0044]); 

b) generating an encryption key based on the input and the access key ([0044]); 
5 c) encrypting the digital content based on the encryption key ([0044]; [0032]); 

d) associating the encrypted digital content with the access key ([0044]); 

Stebbings discloses all the limitations of the claim 29. However, Stebbings fails to 
disclose the use of encryption. Sims discloses the use of encryption and public key cryptography 
in his system for added security. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
10 the time the invention was filed to combine the teachings of Sims with those of Stebbings and 
make use of encryption for added security. 

Regarding claim 34, Sims discloses that the encrypted data is used in connection with a 
transmission medium in paragraph ([0013]). 

15 Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should be directed to Kevin Schubert whose telephone number is (571) 272-4239. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571) 272-3868. The fax phone number for the 

20 organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 

25 see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




